The ultrastructure of the abnormal reticulum cells in Hodgkin's disease.
The ultrastructure of tissues from 23 cases of Hodgkin's disease is described. The atypical neoplastic reticulum cell or Hodgkin cell has several features that suggest that it is of macrophage lineage. Rings of small lymphocytes are found round the neoplastic reticulum cell; less often macrophage processes are found closely related to it. The features may be those of a lymphoreticular reaction to the neoplastic reticulum cells. The fibrosis may also represent a host reaction.